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cc A. J. B.," said Carson, " what would be the use of my
saying to one of my juries, ' My client comes before you,
gentlemen, with a very good logical defence ' ? What I must
know is whether you have a real defence for him. What are
the realities of the matter ? "
The realities, not known for certain at the time by either
Carson or Balfour, were that, while Wyndham was abroad
on a rest cure, Sir Anthony MacDonnell had made men-
tion, in two long and closely written letters, of the part he
was playing in the Dunraven proposals, but that George
Wyndham either had not read the relevant passages or had
failed to appreciate their meaning. Indeed, the passages were
so casual that the mind even of a man who was not an in-
valid might easily have missed them.
Carson wrote to J. S. Sanders : " The present situation is
an intolerable one, and I sincerely hope the P.M. is going
immediately to end it. For myself, I feel acutely the posi-
tion in which the P.M. is placed after all his splendid work,
but it seems hopeless for even the most devoted followers to
do anything."
The end, however, was that Carson did not resign, but
that Wyndham, his health growing worse, bowed to the
Parliamentary storm which was growing in intensity every
day, and surrendered his office. In any event, his failing
health would have made his continued tenure of that diffi-
cult post almost impossible.
Balfour immediately sent for Carson and offered him the
position of Chief Secretary. After some discussion, and with
some reluctance, he accepted it, and, although his appoint-
ment was never published, it can be said that he was Chief
Secretary for a day. He informed Arthur Balfour that, if
Sir Anthony MacDonnell were not immediately sent back to
the India Office, he would insist that all official communica-
tions must come to him direct without passing through the
hands of the Under-Secretary. However, after his formal
acceptance of the office, other difficulties arose. John
Atkinson was considerably senior to Carson at the Irish Bar
and had been his Attorney-General in '93. Atkinson was still
Irish Attorney-General in 1905 and would now have to